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Brief History
For many years, the Church has celebrated young people on Palm Sunday (in
Rome) and on the 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time (in the United States). At the
end of Mass on the Solemnity of Christ the King in November 2020, Pope
Francis called for a renewal of the celebration of young people in local churches.
He also announced that beginning in 2021 he would transfer the diocesan
celebration of young people from Palm Sunday to Christ the King Sunday. “The
center of the celebration remains the Mystery of Jesus Christ the Redeemer of
Man, as Saint John Paul II, the initiator and patron of World Youth Day, always
emphasized.” In solidarity with the Holy Father and the universal church, the
United States will also “celebrate God’s gift of youth and young adults every
year on the Solemnity of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (Christ the King
Sunday).” This year the date is November 21, 2021.

Why celebrate youth and young adults on the Solemnity
of Christ the King?

In liturgical texts over the centuries for Palm Sunday, the Church has
acknowledged that it was the young people around Jerusalem who were the
first people to call Jesus a “king” when he rode triumphantly into the city prior
to his passion, death, and resurrection. The younger generations of the first
century knew instinctively that Jesus was different and that he was the one they
owed their allegiance. The youth and young adults of Judea were the first of
disciples to acknowledge the Lord’s kingship. The connection between the two
feasts (Palm Sunday and Christ the King) is unquestionable: the initial
proclamation of Christ as King and the never-ending promise of his protection
for all of us.

It is the desire of the Holy Father that this should be a day for the universal
Church to place youth and young adults at the center of our pastoral attention
– to draw closer to youth and young adults and their realities so that they may
experience a sincere concern for their lives from the Church and to ultimately
continue to accompany and celebrate them.

Links
Welcome Letter from USCCB President

Christ the King Sunday Liturgical Guide – in this Guide, you will find Prayers of
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the Faithful that can be used over the next few Sundays as we lead up to Christ
the King weekend as well as blessings over young people to be used at Mass.

A Prayer for Youth and Young Adults

Other resources and information for the Global Celebration of Young People
available on our website: www.catholichawaii.org/global.
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